Communication on the Internet Lab
Internet Resources (Computer Science 170)

To complete many of this lab's activities, you will need to set up accounts with various services.  Please keep a record of these usernames and passwords.

Yahoo E-Mail

Objective: To create an e-mail account on Yahoo to receive SPAM and other unimportant e-mail

· Go to www.yahoo.com
· Click on "Mail"

· Click on "Sign up now". If you already have an yahoo account, you can just sign instead on the right of the screen.

· Choosing the Free Yahoo! Mail, click on "Sign Up for Yahoo! Mail."

· Fill out the form.  FYI: Give incorrect information (birthday, etc.) if you wish. Do not select to have your Yahoo e-mail included in the Yahoo! Mail address listing. Deselect the two boxes asking if Yahoo can send you SPAM. Enter the word as shown in the box, as directed.  Finally, click on “Submit This Form”

· Click to "Continue to Yahoo Mail"

· Click on "Inbox" (on the left) to read your mail or "Mail Options" (on the right) to change your preferences.

· Listen to class presentation about composing and reading messages and changing preferences.

Yahoo Mailing List

Objective: To create and join mailing lists to more easily share information.  You will join a mailing list for a class assignment and create and join mailing lists with your classmates.
· Go to www.yahoo.com
· Click on "Groups" (under “Connect”)

· Click on "Start a New Group"

· Choose a suitable location for the group ("Computers and Internet") or …

· Continue to pick a more specific heading for your topic one or two levels deeper and click on "Place my group…"

· Submit the name of the group, an e-mail address for the group, and a description.

· Choose to send e-mail to the yahoo account (unless you wish to use another), don't add to your profile, and type in the "word" in the box as requested.

· Customize the group.  Most of the defaults are fine.  Make sure you allow yahoo to create a web page for your group, but otherwise, select the options as you wish.

· When finished, invite members. Invite the professor (using the e-mail provided) and your immediate neighbors to join the mailing list. (Use your new yahoo e-mail addresses.)

· Send one group e-mail via the website (“post”) or the mailing list e-mail. 

· Follow the directions you receive in the e-mails you receive to join other groups.

.
Newsgroups (Usenet)
Objective: To engage in an online, asynchronous discussion.

· Go to http://www.google.com

· Click on "Groups"

· Type your research topic into the search box.

· Under "Related Groups," you can select a group to read and post messages.

· Under "Searched Groups," you can read postings (you can not post).  You also can look for groups of interest and click on the links.

· You can post a new message and/or respond to another message (add to the comment: don't just answer a question).

· To post comments, you will need to create a google account.  Use your yahoo e-mail if you wish.

MUDs (Multi-User Dimensions)

Objective: To explore early internet games and meeting places.

· Read http://www.achaea.com/whatis.htm
· Click "Top" and the click on "Play Now" (all on same page)

· Select "2" for "Create a new character".  Remember that this is text based.  The mouse will not work.

· Go through the options, including selecting a race.  Type in "RACES" to see the options.  To choose a race, type "SELECT <nameofrace>"

· Play the game! You should consider going on the tour as offered.  These types of environments can be frustrating unless you are experienced.  Just try it out.  Type "look" to look around and the directions as described to move.  You can also type "Say " followed by whatever it is you want to say.  

AOL Instant Messaging 

Objective: To experience synchronous communication via the internet.

· Open up the AOL instant messenger from the start menu.

· Sign-in with your username or keep the “New User” text in order to be prompted to sign up for a name.  On the page “AOL Instant Messenger Screen Name”, under “Need a Screen Name”, click on “Get a Screen Name.”

· Add three people immediately around you to your buddy list.  (Choose Setup from the middle/top of the Buddy List window and Add Buddy from the bottom left.)

· Under People: Send an Instant Message, invite each of the three people to instant message with you.  Speak to all three in separate windows simultaneously.  (You can choose another student’s screenname from the pull-down menu once you add it to the Buddy List.)

